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INTRODUCTION

TheMinister of Information and Culture,Alhaji LaiMohammed,visitedLondon
from 25th to 28th of September 2017 purposely to interact with the
international media as well as opinion makerswith the aim of providingthem
with first-hand information on topical issuesin Nigeria, including IPOB,Boko
Haram,Herdsmen-ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩclashesand other security matters; the economy;
the fight against corruption and the health of the President.

During the visit, the Honourable Minister spoke with top global broadcast
organizationslike the CNN,BBC,VOAandAl Jazeera; Major globalnewswireslike
Reuters,APandAFP; andspecializednewsorganizationslike Bloombergandtop
newspaperslike the Timesof London,Wall Street Journaland FinancialTimes.

The HonourableMinister also met Think-tanks/Stakeholderslike Mr. Richard
Dowdenat RoyalAfricaSocietyand SeniorFellowsof the InternationalInstitute
for StrategicStudies(IISS)to providethem with backgroundbriefingson Nigeria.

Followingis the mediacoveragereport on the visit.



ByLaiMohammed-
September28, 2017- ANALYSIS/OPINION:

άLŦthey fail to giveus Biafra,Somaliawill look like a paradisecomparedto what will happento
that ΨȊƻƻΩ(Nigeria).έTheseare the words of NnamdiKanu, leader of the so-called Indigenous
Peopleof Biafra(IPOB). On Sept. 20, the FederalGovernmentof NigeriaproscribedIPOBas a
terrorist organization. I, as minister of Information and Culture and the spokesmanof
the government,, call on our international partners to do the same. Whilst there is no
internationallyagreeddefinition of terrorism, manyƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΩcharacterizationscloselycorrelate.
Basicto all of them is this: the calculatedthreat or useof violenceto further a political, religious
or ideologicalcause.

Backto NnamdiKanu:άLŘƻƴΩǘwant peacefulactualization(of.ƛŀŦǊŀύέ; ά²Ŝneedgunsand we
needōǳƭƭŜǘǎέ;άLŦtheyŘƻƴΩǘ(giveusBiafra),they will die.έPublicannouncementlike theseputs
Lth.Ωǎdesignationbeyonddoubt in most jurisdictions: they are a terrorist organization,asETA
was in Spain,the Tamil Tigerswas in Sri Lanka,and the PKKis in Turkey (all of whom are
proscribedby the U.S. StateDepartment). But it isnot for the sakeof a labelwe levelthis appeal.
Currently,streamsof cashcome from acrossthe globe to swell the ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎstockpileof
weapons. Yet funding of terrorism is illegal in international law. Only with the ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎcorrect
categorizationwill our international partnersbe able to halt the financing- and with it, Lth.Ωǎ
future.

Thethreat posedby the organizationmaybe low. IPOBcommandslittle grass-root supportin the
South East (the region it calls Biafra). All South-Eastgovernorshave collectivelycondemned
Lth.Ωǎcalls for secession. And local traditional and religious leadershave weighed into the
debate,restatingthat absoluteintegrity of Nigeria. Violence,much lessterrorism, neversolves
grievance. And for that reason,the overwhelmingmajority of residentsin the South-Eastreject
IPOB. Theyknowthe ballot boxoffersthe bestmechanismfor redress.
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Nigeriais a multicultural nation. Our strength lies in our diversity. The Igbo- the ethnic group
that IPOBclaim to represent - live in the South East, as they do in every zone across
Nigeria alongsideHausa,Ijaw, Fulani,Yorubaand more. Eachdistrict makesup its own rich
tapestry,with ethnicitiesandreligionsinterminglingto form uniquecommunities.Lth.Ωǎpublic
announcementsendangerIgbosthat resideoutsidethe SouthEast. In claimingto speakfor the
Igbo,they falselyrepresentthe group. But the publicmaysometimesmissthis distinction. And
whilst the governmenthastakenall measuresto soothetensions,rumor still takeshold. Thisisa
terrorist tactic we haveseenthrough history acrossthe world. IPOBintend to drive a wedge
between the Igbo and the rest of Nigeria Grievancerooted in discrimination drives their
recruitment - or so they think. Theytherefore manufactureit through stokingethnic tension.
Thisis the aim ofLth.Ωǎrhetoric. Theviolencethey havesownin the SouthEasthasthe same
intention. The attacks on police officers, army stations, local Hausagroups as well as the
establishmentof a nationalguardand secretserviceare all breedinguncertaintyin the region.
The timing of the violenceis not coincidental: the Nigerianeconomyhas just broken free of
recession. Yet IPOBmust generate grievanceto fuel recruitment. Prosperity threatens the
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎexistence.

And that is the heart of it: the terror lays bare their opportunism. They masqueradeas a
separatistmovement,yet they endangerthe very people they claim to represent. In reality,
IPOBcaresabout IPOBandnothingmore. Terrorismis often calledthe power of the weak. That
IPOBindeedare. But if the last decadehastaught us anything,it is how quicklythe weakcan
becomestrong. Thegovernmentreiterates its appealto its internationalpartnersto proscribe
the organization,and in doing so, starveit of the funds which givesit sustenance. Nigeriahas
just defeatedone preventableterrorist insurgency. Thisone must not be giventhe chanceto
get a foothold.

In spiteof this, the latent threat is high. BokoHaramsimilarlyhadlittle supportin the North East
in 2009. TheyŘƛŘƴΩǘneedit. Armedwith terror andbuoyedby governmentinaction,they seized
large swathesof land. Inertia in Abuja lubricated the ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎadvance. But now due to this
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎactions,BokoHaramhold no localdistricts. Thisadministrationshallnot makethe
samemistakeas the last. We will take the rapid, preciseand necessaryaction required to deal
with IPOBnow. The governmentrecognizesin Lth.Ωǎlust for destruction a trait sharedwith
Boko Haram. It also appreciatesa qualitative difference in the threat. Unlike BokoHaram- a
regional insurgency- IPOBbreeds insecurity acrossthe whole nation. In their divisive and
incitingrhetoric, they jeopardizethe verysocialfabricthat bindsus.

ONLINEARTICLELINK
http://www .washingtontimes.com/news/2017/oct/ 12/nigeria-terrorism-must-be-labeled-for-what-it-is/

POSITIONONTHEWASHINGTONTIMESOPINIONPAGE

Thwarting terrorism in Nigeriacontd
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Nigerian govõt says Boko Haram contained; President fine

By GREGORY KATZ
Sep. 26, 2017

LONDON(AP) - Nigeria has greatly reduced the reach of Boko Haram extremists even
thoughthe groupcanstill launchsometypesof attacks,theŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎinformation minister
said.

BokoHaramusedto administera numberof localgovernmentsand collect taxesbut now
hasnone under its control, Minister LaiMohammedsaidTuesday. Theextremistsusedto
beactivein 10statesbut arenow confinedto a muchsmallerspace,hesaid.

ά¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜbeencompletelyŘŜƎǊŀŘŜŘΣέhe told TheAssociatedPressin London.ά¢ƘŜȅŘƻƴΩǘ
have the capacity to launch the kind of attacks they did before, but like with all
asymmetricalwars,you cannotstop the suicidebombsor the attackson soft targets. But
clearlythe governmentiswinning.LǘΩǎa war that canbewon.έ
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Nigerian govõt says Boko Haram contained - contd

By GREGORY KATZ
Sep. 26, 2017

PresidentMuhammadu.ǳƘŀǊƛΩǎrecovery from a health problem is on track despite a
stopoverin Londonon his way backto Nigeriaafter attendingthe United NationsGeneral
Assemblyin NewYork,hesaid.

.ǳƘŀǊƛΩǎLondonstop hadraisedconcernsbecausethe 74-year-old presidenthastwice this
yearspentseveralweeksin Londonfor treatment of an undisclosedillness. Thepresident
has sought treatment in Britain rather than in Nigeriabecauseof the type of treatment
availablein London,Mohammedsaid.

ά²ŜŘƻƴΩǘhave the facilities or the expertiseǘƘŀǘΩǎneededfor hisƛƭƭƴŜǎǎΣέthe minister
said,decliningto provide specifics. I think Mr. Presidentshouldbe left to decidewhether
he wants to disclosehis ailment or ƴƻǘΣέMohammedsaid. άLŘƻƴΩǘthink he should be
underanyobligationto do so.έ

https://www.apnews.com/58577eeecd4b41c5b53710e44569a51a/Nigerian-gov't-says-Boko-
Haram-contained;-president-fine

ONLINEARTICLELINK

https://www.apnews.com/58577eeecd4b41c5b53710e44569a51a/Nigerian-gov't-says-Boko-Haram-contained;-president-fine


http://www.brownsvilleherald.com/news/us_world/article_b7630806-
0d90-5794-89f1-3442294f5105.html?mode=image&photo=1
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS SYNDICATION 

http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/nigerian-govt-boko-
haram-contained-president-fine-50134255

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/nigerian-govt-says-boko-haram-
contained-president-fine-130104916.html

http://www.latimes.com/sns-bc-af--nigeria-20170926-
story.html

http://www.foxnews.com/world/2017/09/26/nigerian-
govt-says-boko-haram-contained-president-fine.html

http://www.businessinsider.com/ap-nigerian-govt-says-
boko-haram-contained-president-fine-2017-9?IR=T

http://gazette.com/nigerian-govt-says-boko-haram-
contained-president-fine/article/feed/496356

http://www.sfgate.com/news/world/article/Nigerian-
gov-t-says-Boko-Haram-contained-12228894.php

http://www.stltoday.com/news/world/nigerian-gov-t-says-
boko-haram-contained-president-fine/article_966adce8-e60c-
5936-b405-f68d8b565721.html

http://www.startribune.com/nigerian-gov-t-says-boko-
haram-contained-president-fine/447936373/

http://www.njherald.com/article/20170926/AP/309269816

http://atlantablackstar.com/2017/09/26/nigerian-govt-
says-boko-haram-contained-president-fine/

https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/3261893

http://www.india.com/news/agencies/nigerian-govt-says-boko-
haram-contained-president-fine-2499786/

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/ap/article-4921432/Nigerian-
govt-says-Boko-Haram-contained-president-fine.html

https://www.pressreader.com/jamaica/jamaica-
gleaner/20170927/281745564579749

https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-09-
26/nigerian-govt-says-boko-haram-contained-president-
fine

http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/nigerian-govt-boko-haram-contained-president-fine-50134255
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/nigerian-govt-says-boko-haram-contained-president-fine-130104916.html
http://www.latimes.com/sns-bc-af--nigeria-20170926-story.html
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2017/09/26/nigerian-govt-says-boko-haram-contained-president-fine.html
http://www.businessinsider.com/ap-nigerian-govt-says-boko-haram-contained-president-fine-2017-9?IR=T
http://gazette.com/nigerian-govt-says-boko-haram-contained-president-fine/article/feed/496356
http://www.sfgate.com/news/world/article/Nigerian-gov-t-says-Boko-Haram-contained-12228894.php
http://www.stltoday.com/news/world/nigerian-gov-t-says-boko-haram-contained-president-fine/article_966adce8-e60c-5936-b405-f68d8b565721.html
http://www.startribune.com/nigerian-gov-t-says-boko-haram-contained-president-fine/447936373/
http://www.njherald.com/article/20170926/AP/309269816
http://atlantablackstar.com/2017/09/26/nigerian-govt-says-boko-haram-contained-president-fine/
https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/3261893
http://www.india.com/news/agencies/nigerian-govt-says-boko-haram-contained-president-fine-2499786/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/ap/article-4921432/Nigerian-govt-says-Boko-Haram-contained-president-fine.html
https://www.pressreader.com/jamaica/jamaica-gleaner/20170927/281745564579749
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-09-26/nigerian-govt-says-boko-haram-contained-president-fine
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The Federal Government has described as
άǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜέandάǳƴŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜΣέthe position of
the U.S. Governmentover the declaration of the
IndigenousPeople of Biafra (IPOB)as a terrorist
group. The Minister of Information and Culture,
Alhaji Lai Mohammed, gave the government
position Wednesday night in London when he
featured on BBCTelevisionprogramme, άCƻŎǳǎon
!ŦǊƛŎŀέ. TheMinister, who stressedthat the Federal
Governmentwas right in declaringIPOBa terrorist
organisation,noted that he couldnot makeup with
the USseeminglydisagreementwith the position.
άLǘis very unfortunate, if countries decide to pick
and choosewhich organisationsare terrorists and
whicharenot, bearingin mind that terrorismhasno
boundary. άLthink what we shoulddo is that every
country should work together to ensure that
terrorism does not ǘƘǊƛǾŜΣέhe said. For instance,
NnamdiKanu, the IPOBleaderwascaughton tape,
sayingthat they want Biafraand not peacefully,but
by force.άIŜdeclaredthat if they do not get Biafra,
Somaliawill be a Paradisewith the kind of mayhem
theywill unleashon Nigeria.

ά¢ƘŜgroup openlyembracedarmsand ammunitionand the leaderset up BiafraNationalGuard,
Biafra SecretServiceand openly attacked armyŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴǎέ. When askedby the anchor of the
programme, PeterOkwoche, whyάƻǘƘŜǊmilitarisedƎǊƻǳǇέlike the Fulaniherdsmenhadnot been
classifiedasterrorist group,MohammedsaidthatάŀŎǘǎof criminalityshouldnot be confusedwith
terrorismŀŎǘǎέ. He explainedfurther: ά²ƘŜƴan organisationdecidesto not just attack the Army
but set up its own parallelgovernment;ά²ƘŜƴan organisationopenlysolicitsfor armsall over the
world; when an organisationstarts issuingout its own passportsand currency and does not
recognisethe democraticallyelectedgovernment,then it becomesa differentǘƘƛƴƎέ. Theminister
saidthat Nigeriais so fragile and an attempt to allow suchexcessesfrom IPOBto continuecould
attract reprisal attacks from other parts of the country and set the entire country on fire. The
PresidentGeneralof the OhanezeNdigbo, ChiefJohnNwodo, who wasearlier interviewedon the
programme, saidthat the labellingof IPOBasa terrorist groupwasάŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅunfairandlopsided.έ

BBC FOCUS ON AFRICA

LIVE INTERVIEW

PETER OKWOCHE

RECORDED LINK: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7p5dO55ASM&t=145s

ONLINE ARTICLE LINK: 
https://www.dailytrust.com.ng/us-position-on-ipob-unfortunate-unacceptable-fg.html

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7p5dO55ASM&t=145s
https://www.dailytrust.com.ng/us-position-on-ipob-unfortunate-unacceptable-fg.html
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FG rejects U.S. position on IPOB as 
terrorist group
September 28, 2017

The Federal Government has described as 
άǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜέ ŀƴŘ άǳƴŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜΣέ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ 
of the U.S. Government over the declaration of 
the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) as a 
terrorist group.

Read more at: 
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2017/09/breaking-fg-
rejects-u-s-position-ipob-terrorist-group/

Terrorism Has No Boundary, FG 
Replies US Govt on IPOB  
September 28, 2017

OlawaleAjimotokanandAlexEnumahin Abuja
Thefederalgovernmenthasdecriedthe position
of the United States that the proscribed
Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) is not a
terrorist organisation.

Read more at: 
https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2017/09/28/
terrorism-has-no-boundary-fg-replies-us-govt-on-
ipob/

�,�W�·�V���X�Q�I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H���8���6�����G�R�H�V�Q�·�W���V�H�H��
IPOB as terrorist organisation - Lai 
Mohammed
September 27, 2017

Read more at: 
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headli
nes/244432-unfortunate-u-s-doesnt-see-ipob-
terrorist-organisation-lai-mohammed.html

Alhaji Lai Mohammed reacts 
to U.S. position on IPOB
September 28th, 2017

The Minister of Information and Culture,
Alhaji Lai Mohammed, has reacted to the
position of the U.S. Government over the
declaration of the Indigenous People of
Biafra(IPOB)asa terrorist group.

Read more at: 
http://www.nigerianwatch.com/alhaji-lai-
mohammed-reacts-to-u-s-position-on-ipob/


